
 

 

    
 

 

    

    

 

ecent sermons have referenced both the year just completed and the year 

before us. Henry Kliewer's summary of his December 31 sermon, in which 

he reflected on the surprising ways of God, serves as the editorial for this 

issue. We follow with excerpts from the January sermon by Moira Somers in 

which she suggested ways to enliven and deepen our faith experience. Also 

included in this issue are a description of the solar power installation being 

undertaken by Gordon and Carolyn Epp-Fransen at their home, sharing of a 

Women’s Correctional Centre Bible study experience by Elsie Rempel and a report 

from Jeff Friesen about a recent inter church youth event at the church.  
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“LET IT BE: WISDOM AND AMAZEMENT” 

by Henry Kliewer 
 

The worship service of December 31, 2017, became a day of looking back on 2017 
and sharing experiences of wisdom/consolation and amazement. In the temple, in Luke 
2:22-40, Simeon and Anna shared words of consolation and praise. Mary and Joseph 
were amazed. In this spirit came the invitation to share moments of amazement and 
wisdom/consolation. 
  
• For me perhaps the greatest surprise – amazement?! - came in an email with news 

from our congregation in Niedergoersdorf that Viktor Reimer had preached the 
Christmas Eve sermon there. What’s so amazing about that? Well, it helps to know 
Viktor, and it helps to know the situation.  

 
• Viktor is a 28-year old, single, shy guy, soft-spoken, and tongue-tied before a crowd. 

He diligently and capably fills the role of secretary-treasurer. But don’t ask him to 
speak in public. Baptized in his youth, 10 years ago, he is one of the few young adults 
that regularly attended the church, coming in most Sundays from a town 20 Km 
away. He is the direct opposite to his younger brother, who is the talkative one and 
has led worship since his teens.  

 
• When we left Niedergoersdorf a year ago, having given pastoral leadership for two 

years prior, there was no leadership to follow up. One middle-aged man, baptized 
during our second year, showed promise at first. But, lacking spiritual maturity, he 
became disillusioned when things didn’t go his way and basically left the church. 
Leaving the group after two years without leadership was a burden to us and to 
leaders of the supporting churches. They were to the point of shutting down if no 
leader was found during the year, following our leaving. All we could do was pray. 
And wait for God to act. Now the year was up. Still no one in sight.  

 
• No one expected what then came to pass – almost as unusual as hauling a shepherd 

off the field to become King David. Or like bearing God’s Son. Or suddenly holding the 
Messiah baby in your hands in the temple. Viktor preached the sermon on Christmas 
Eve.  

 
• We will not put excessive hope or pressure on Viktor or make plans for the future. 

Only take what God gives – one day at a time. Seeing God in action and trusting God 
to lead on in next steps lightens the burden tremendously. God is looking after things 
– God’s way!  



3 

 

“COME and SEE” 

by Moira Somers 

 

What are some ways of opening our hearts more fully; ways of deepening our 
experience of faith; ways of serving more generously and joyfully? 

 
 1. One possibility is for you to really dig into a verse or a theme that is contained in 

Scripture, and to spend the year with that verse as your personal vision statement. 
 
 2. A second way for you to grow in faith is to deliberately and repeatedly look for the 

hand of God in the midst of your deepest challenges, and to be amenable to having 
your view of the struggles themselves change in response. What if you were to 
claim that promise? It means you would have to be willing to start thinking of your 
problem less as something that is happening TO you, and more as something that is 
happening FOR you. 

 
 3.  A third path to spiritual growth that is a possibility for this year: What unlovely, 

unseemly, or unhelpful thing have you been clinging to that you could release your 
grip on? What is it time for you to release to God? Or perhaps there is an addiction 
or a bad habit that you are ready to deal with, giving up something that offers the 
wrong kind of comfort, at too high a price, so you can receive deeper levels of 
healing and growth. 

 
 4. A fourth way of deepening your spiritual life this year is to do a thorough inventory 

of your current possessions, commitments, and relationships, with an eye to 
ensuring that they are on track with the kind of life you feel called to live. We have 
the opportunity to invite God into all areas of our life and to courageously tell our 
truth about how things are going there. 

 
When Jesus calls us to Come and See, he isn’t just inviting us into a deeper personal 

experience of faith. And so it is that Come and See [This invitation] is also about our 
corporate experience, the congregational experience of being Charleswood Mennonite. 

 
“Come and see...”  
 
 

Send in your stories, reSend in your stories, reSend in your stories, reSend in your stories, reflections, Raisins, etc toflections, Raisins, etc toflections, Raisins, etc toflections, Raisins, etc to    Rudy Friesen orRudy Friesen orRudy Friesen orRudy Friesen or    

Les ZachariasLes ZachariasLes ZachariasLes Zacharias    for the next issue offor the next issue offor the next issue offor the next issue of    The Grapevine.The Grapevine.The Grapevine.The Grapevine. 

Editors: 
Rudy Friesen (rudynruth@mymts.net) 

Les Zacharias (lmzax5@gmail.com) 
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Bible Study at the Women’s Prison 

by Elsie Rempel 
 

Turnout was lower than usual on 
December 6, 2017, because we weren’t 
put on the schedule until we arrived, but 
there were seven women in the first 
session and eight in the second. 
(Unpredictable factors are the norm in 
this experience.) The majority of 
participants were young indigenous 
mothers waiting for sentencing because 
they lacked money to pay for bail. 

Because it is Advent, I added a focus 
on Mary and the 
Annunciation to the 
good material on the 
woman caught in 
adultery (John 8: 2-
11) in chapter 3 of 
Live Your Call, under 
the theme of 
Jesus/God expecting 
a lot from these two 
women. Dealing 
with confrontation, 
the session three 
focus, became a 
secondary theme.  
When I introduced 
the woman as a poor 
person probably making her living as a 
prostitute, I think they identified. 

They really liked Anna Liechty's 
example of distributing the cool mints 
and the fiery candy to the talkers and 
the reticent for handling a difficult 
conversation and connected it easily to 
Jesus’ writing in the sand. We wondered 
together what he wrote. 

When I asked them about the 
implications of Jesus’ challenge to “go 

and sin no more” one said, “Jesus gave 
her another chance and meant she 
should now go and get a real job.”  

As we moved on to Mary, one thought 
she had been a prostitute, too, but was 
very eager to hear the story of the angel 
and Mary’s responses. We talked about 
the role of consent in this story and how 
God still wants our consent to grow 
good things in our lives. Julia led the 
prayers and did an amazing job; 

remembering their 
names and concerns 
and being very 
pastoral. The 
women prayed for 
courage, patience, 
peace and wisdom 
to make good new 
beginnings upon 
release and, as 
always, prayed for 
sentencing and 
release dates, their 
children and other 
family members. 
The women were so 
pleasant toward us, 

it was hard to imagine them committing 
any crimes. 

As is often the case when we go, we 
were blessed by a time of raw and 
genuine worship and relaxed 
sisterhood, one that puts our own 
worries into perspective. It was a good 
way to get into the real Christmas 
spirit.
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Solar energy project 

by Carolyne & Gordon Epp-Fransen 
  
For a number of years we have been concerned about our “footprint” on creation, with 

particular focus on how our use of non-renewable energy resources negatively impacts the 
earth. Renewable energy options such as wind and solar technology have been researched 
and practiced in many places for some time now but not significantly implemented in 
Manitoba. When Carolyne received an inheritance gift we felt this was an opportunity to 
contribute to the understanding of such options and perhaps be a model for others who 
would see or hear about our project. 

Compared to other jurisdictions, the Manitoba government and hydro authorities have 
not strongly promoted or subsidized alternative energy sources such as solar and wind 
power. This may be because of the abundance of water driven hydro capacity which they 
see as “cleaner” than power sources such as coal, oil, natural gas and nuclear which are 
prominent in other places. On the other hand, Manitoba Hydro has been a strong promoter 
of responsible use of energy, subsidizing and promoting conversion to LED lighting and 
lower consumption appliances. This may be because of the high cost and financial risks of 
building huge hydro dams, which should be avoided by focusing on decreasing 
consumption if possible. 

A few years ago our provincial government directed Manitoba Hydro to put a program in 
place to promote and subsidize small scale solar-voltaic energy projects. The program has 
two components which we are interested in. First, Manitoba Hydro offers a rebate program 
(which may be ending this spring) of $1 per kW to subsidize the cost of residential 
installation. This program is designed for homeowners who wish displace their own energy 
needs with solar energy, and is limited to the amount of energy used by that building. In 
our case, our project will cost $17,700 of which the rebate will be $5,000. 

The second component of the program is a contract with Manitoba Hydro, to connect 
our system to their grid using a bi-directional meter, and to agree to purchase the power 
produced by our system, up to the volume used annually by our house. Essentially on 
sunny days, Manitoba Hydro will credit our hydro bill for the power we produce, and on 
days when our system produces insufficient energy to meet our own needs, we will be 
charged on our hydro bill at the usual rate. Our expectation is that the power we sell to 
them will be at the same rate as the power they sell to us, but whether this will be agreed to 

for the long term remains to be seen and 
is a potential risk for us. This 
arrangement obviates the need for large 
batteries to store our own power, a 
technology which is not yet economically 
viable, even for a small project such as 
ours. 

A number of companies have 
positioned themselves to install these 
systems. We chose Solar Manitoba, a 
division of Sycamore Energy. They offer a 
complete service, including designing and 
installing the system and preparing all of  
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the agreements with Manitoba Hydro to apply for our rebate and power contract. 
Economics is not our motivation for this project, but it is a factor. If the project works as 

expected, we will no longer pay any hydro bills for the foreseeable future. In 2017 our 
hydro cost was $860. With annual increases of 7% expected going forward, the cost of our 
project is expected to be recovered over 10 years.  
  
 
 
 

Youth News 

by Jeff Friesen 
 

The combined events currently include youth groups from First, Bethel, Home St., 
Sargent, Grain of Wheat, and Fort Garry Mennonite Fellowship. We meet every six to 7 
weeks for a time of worship and play. So far we have had gatherings at Home St., Bethel, 
and Charleswood. There have been 50-70 youth at these gatherings. 

Our Charleswood event was a Quiz Night and had around 70 youth in attendance. I 
would say that the event was a success as there was a lot of laughter and conversation 
throughout the evening. We wanted to make sure that youth groups were split up, so we 
assigned seating to everyone. This worked really well, and I'm excited to see how future 
events build on this. 

The events grew out of a concern that without a large structure organizing national 
gatherings for youth we will start losing ways to connect with one another. Our hope, in 
planning these gatherings is that we can cultivate a culture of connectivity among our 
different youth groups that can carry us well moving into the future. 

The event of January 12-13 coincided with the January Trailblazers meeting so the 
seniors were able to have breakfast with the youth who participated in the sleep over.  
 
 
 
 

 

The clean-up crew after the Youth-Trailblazers breakfast. 
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Raisins … 

~ Helen Schellenberg, a longtime member of 
Charleswood Mennonite Church, passed away 
on January 22, 2018. She was almost 93 years 
old. The funeral took place in our church on 
Saturday, January 27.  
 
~ On January 15, sixteen teams of clergy and 
“pious” lay people were entered in a clergy 
sponsored bonspiel held at the Granite 
Curling Club. Two ad hoc teams connected 
with Charleswood Mennonite took home 
prizes. The team made up of Jeff Friesen, 

Gerry Elliott, Gordon Epp-Fransen, and 

Ann Koop Hunsberger won the second 
event. The team made up of Tom Ewert, 

Alvin Thiessen, Cornel Rempel, and Les 

Zacharias, won the third event. David 

Friesen played for a Lutheran team.  

 

~ Rachel Friesen was accepted as member of 
the Charleswood Mennonite Church on 
Sunday, October 22, 2017, along with Alden 
and Lisa Jansen, and Anya Snider (upon 
baptism). (We regret the omission.) 
 
~ Adam Fast represented Western Canada in 
the U16 International Football Bowl in 
Arlington, Texas from January 11-18. He had 
a fantastic experience competing against 
Eastern Canada, the United States and Mexico. 
They were fortunate to win all of their games. 
 
~ Early this year, under the direction of Ruth 

Schroeder, retired nurse, several CMC 
seniors have met in our church for an 
exercise program. They meet Tuesdays and 
Fridays for one hour. About a dozen people 
have been participating.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The curlers are (L to R): Gerry Elliott (3
rd

), Ann 

Koop Hunsberger (lead), Gordon Epp-Fransen 

(2
nd

) and Jeff Friesen (skip). 

 


